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Dra  March 4, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
 

To: Cynthia Browning, Stu Hurd, Rob Gaiotti, Rickey Harrington, John O’Keefe, Tom 
Shuey, Mark Lourie, Suzie dePeyster, Chris Reynolds, Dave Kiernan, Nancy Bushika, 
Dixie Zens, Mike Charette 

 
Cc: Jim Sullivan, Andrea Lenhardt, Leslie Parra,  
 
From:  Michael S. Batcher and Paula Kamperman 
 
Subject:  Dra  March 4, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
 
Date:  March 24, 2020 
 
Town Representatives: Stu Hurd (Bennington), Rob Gaiotti (Dorset), Leslie Parra (Manchester), 
Tom Shuey (Pownal), Mark Lourie (Rupert), Suzie dePeyster (Sandgate), Dave Kiernan (Shaftsbury), 
Nancy Bushika (Stamford), Dixie Zens (Sunderland) Mike Charette (Woodford) 
 
Total of 9 towns and 21 votes 
 
Not in Attendance: Representative from Arlington, Rickey Harrington (Glastenbury), Chris 
Reynolds (Searsburg) 
 
BCRC Staff:  Michael S. Batcher 
 
Outreach Program Manager:  Paula Kamperman 
 
Location and Time: Arlington Town Hall – 4:00 to 6:00 PM 
 
Public and Others in Attendance: Mat Granger 
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Introductions:  Keith was absent so Mike Charette called the mee ng to order at 4:02 PM. 
 
Approval of the Minutes: Dave moved, and Dixie seconded a motion to approve the minutes of 
January 8, 2020. The mo on passed unanimously. 
 
Household Hazardous Waste Facility: Michael explained that VT ANR had approved our grant 
request for development of a permanent household hazardous waste facility that would be 
located at the Bennington Transfer Station. Funding would cover design and construction, but the 
Alliance towns would have to provide 40% of total costs. Michael also explained that VT ANR had 
given us ll April 1st to sign the grant agreement. Michael had requested the advice of an attorney 
as to whether or not the Alliance, as it is organized, could lease land from the town and operate a 
facility. The answer to both questions was affirmative, but the attorney advised that insurance 
might be an issue. Michael had contacted VLCT on this and was awaiting a response. 
 
Board members discussed 1) the problem of having to put up money before ge ng reimbursed, 2) 
the issue of whether or not such a facility would actually save money over the cost of events and 
3) the uncertain es over insurance and other aspects of opera ng a facility. Neither BCRC nor the 
town would operate the facility, leaving it up to the Alliance.  
 
After discussion, the group determined that it was not ready to move forward. Stu advocated for 
investigating creation of a district and gaining information on the costs of creating and operating 
such a facility. Stu moved to reject the grant at this time and continue with HHW events. Tom 
seconded that motion which passed unanimously. 
 
Dixie then moved that we should investigate creating a solid waste district. Mark seconded and 
the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Asphalt Shingles: Michael summarized the application he submitted for an asphalt shingle 
collection point at the Bennington Transfer Station. VT ANR had approved our grant request, but it 
makes more sense for the town to accept the agreement rather than BCRC. Stu has been talking to 
Casella about the project. Dave moved to accept the grant and Mark seconded. The motion 
passed unanimously. 
 
Recycling Costs: All of the towns are now working with Casella for MSW, recyclables and food 
scraps and costs are increasing. Dixie advocated for more education to reduce contamination, 
though Stu was skeptical that education would work as the markets for materials were limited. 
The group agreed to share their individual contracts and possibly move to a single contract with 
Casella in hopes of gaining more leverage. 
 
Other Items: Michael quickly requested hauler registrations, reminded the group of the upcoming 
HHW event and that we would need to spend the next two meetings discussing the updated SWIP 
prior to submi ng it to VT ANR by July 1st. 
 
Public Comment: Mat Granger left the meeting earlier and there was not public comment. 
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Next Meeting and Adjournment: The next mee ng will be on Wednesday April 8, 2020 from 4:00 
to 6:00 PM, most likely at the Arlington Town Hall. Stu Hurd moved, and Dixie seconded a motion 
to adjourn and the meeting adjourned at approximately 5:30 PM. 

 


