BCSWA School Newsletter
Welcome to the Bennington County Solid Waste Alliance School Newsletter! Our goal is to highlight
what is happening with our schools and celebrate their recycling events and activities. If your school is
planning (or has held) a recycling event, please contact TheClub@nrra.net so your story and pictures can
be included in the next edition!

In This Issue:
•
•
•
•
•

School Outreach – Reserve Your Workshops Now
Summer Events – Lots To Do This Summer
Recycling In The News – Amazing Pencil That Grows; First Lego League Winners
Contests, Scholarships & Fundraisers – White House Student Film Festival
Activity – Summer Bucket List
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School Outreach
Northeast Resource Recovery Association (NRRA) and their School
Recycling CLUB began outreach efforts in January and February by
contacting all 25 of the schools in the Bennington County Solid
Waste Alliance region. The results of that survey were tabulated to
establish which schools will be offered education and technical
assistance this year.
As part of the initial outreach, all 25 schools received information
about Act 148-Universal Recycling, along with a School CLUB
Membership Application, Benefits of Membership and Team Earth
Activity Manual.

PLEASE NOTE: The CLUB Application must be completed and sent to TheClub@nrra.net after which you
will receive your Membership Packet.
Schools benefiting from the Alliance outreach program this year were: Manchester Elementary Middle
School and Village School of North Bennington.
We have several schools who have already expressed interest in scheduling workshops for the next
school year.

If your school is interested in offering recycling workshops for the upcoming new school year, please
contact TheClub@nrra.net and we will put you on our list.
For more information on what’s happening in other schools, go to the CLUB’s Newsletter Page.
For more recycling resources, go to the Alliance Webpage: http://www.bcswavt.org/

Summer Events
Here are just a few of the many local summer events in the Alliance region:

Merck Forest & Farmland Center, Rupert, VT
Date/Time: Thursdays through the summer from 2pm to 4pm, starting 6/23
and ending 8/18.
Cost: $2.50 per person; child must be accompanied by an adult.
These farm-centered "workshops" are designed to introduce your children ages
3 and up to simple farm routines and products, and to meet our animals under
expert supervision. Please Pre-Register early, because participation is limited.
For more information, go to http://merckforest.org/news-events.php

SolarFest
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Southern Vermont Arts Center, Manchester, VT
July 15 & 16 - Manchester
SolarFest 2016 will continue the 20-year legacy of
integrating high quality sustainable energy education,
music and arts.
SolarFest will utilize lecture and classroom facilities
for workshops, the Arkell Pavilion Auditorium and
outdoor stages for musical performances, the botany
trail and gardens to host Theater-in-the-Woods, fields
and parking areas for exhibitors and vendor booths,
and the beautiful wooded areas of the grounds for
camping, including selected areas of the Sculpture Park.
For more information, go to http://www.solarfest.org/festival-information/
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Farm Chores for Children

Bennington Arts and Crafts Weekend
Southern Vermont Art & Craft Festival, Bennington, VT
Aug 5-7 – Bennington
Courtesy of Clipartpanda.com

The Festival is located at Camelot Village on Rt. 9 West. Here visitors to the
area can enjoy an incredible variety of Fine Art and Craftwork for sale
including jewelry, textiles, pottery, handmade wooden pieces, and so much
more. pieces, and so much more. Enjoy live music, beer, food, shopping,
entertainment. and fine arts.

19th Annual Norman’s Attic
Main Street, Arlington, VT
Aug 13 – Arlington
Arlington, Vermont is the place to be if you’re looking for unique items, gifts,
crafts and collectibles. A celebrated community wide tag sale in with local
vendors and food along Main Street.
For more information, go to www.stjamesarlingtonvt.org

Southern Vermont Garlic and Herb Festival
Camelot Village, Bennington, VT
Sep 3-4 – Bennington
Everything from garlic ice cream to garlic jelly, pickled garlic, roasted garlic, garlic braids and, of course,
plain garlic bulbs of every variety will be available for sampling and
purchase, along with planting and braiding and cooking
demonstrations.
For more information visit Love Garlic.
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For more information check out the Better Bennington Corporation.

Farmer’s Markets are a wonderful way get outside and learn about the local
products grown and made in your area. We know there are several located
in Bennington, Dorset and Manchester.
Your local Chamber of Commerce may know of more events. For more
information, go to: www.visitmanchestervt.com and www.bennington.com.
You can also try: http://www.betterbennington.com/

And finally, don’t forget your local libraries! Many have summer reading programs
and events just for students.

~~~~~~~~~~
From our friends at the National Wildlife Federation
Join our nationwide event to connect with nature and the Great
Outdoors — in your backyard, your neighborhood, your local or
state park, cabin, RV, even with your pets — and spend a night
under the stars.
Pledge to camp by August 10 (known as National S’mores Day
for sweets lovers out there!) and you’ll be entered for a chance
to win a Campout Starter Kit! This prize pack includes the essentials for novice campers to get outdoors
and discover wildlife that surrounds your next camping adventures.
COUNT ME IN!
Encourage your friends and family to take the pledge for a chance to win and help wildlife! The Great
American Campout runs through September 30, so you have endless chances to get outdoors and camp
for wildlife!
Check out our website for a full list of items included in the kit and official contest rules.
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Farmer’s Markets & Other Events

Recycling In The News

To go to the video, click here: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/sprout-world-

pencil_us_56e6f502e4b0860f99d9be9f

Amazing Pencil Turns Into A Plant When You Bury It
By Alex Kaufman, Huffington Post
Old wooden pencils can now turn back into plants, thanks to the startup Sprout World.
Based outside Copenhagen, the company makes writing implements and business cards that, when
planted in soil, grow into herbs, vegetables or flowers. The idea is to inspire people to think more about
where products come from and what happens when they’re no longer useful.
So far, people seem to be digging Sprout’s sustainable pencils. The company, which launched in
2014, says that sales are increasing.
“We as individuals know we cannot save the planet, but we can do things little by little, we can take
small steps in our everyday life,” Michael Stausholm, Sprout’s chief executive, told The Huffington Post
by phone in a recent interview from Taastrup, the Danish suburb where the company is based.

“That’s what people have in mind when they buy a Sprout pencil — you can feel you can make a
difference by buying something you don’t have to throw out afterward, but plant it instead to give it a
new life,” Stausholm added.
It’s a simple concept. Instead of an eraser, each pencil has a seed capsule on one end. The capsule
contains one of several varieties of plants — herbs like basil or rosemary, flowers like marigolds,
vegetables like green peppers, and so on. (New options, such as rose, are coming soon.) Once the
writing end of the pencil is all used up, you just stick the capsule end in some soil and water regularly.
The seed should germinate within 1 to 3 weeks, the company said.
The concept of a plantable pencil was developed in 2012 by three students at the Massachusetts
Institute for Technology. Sprout purchased the idea two years later.
The young company says its sales hit $2 million last year. It expects that figure to double by the end of
this year. Disney, Ikea, Marriott and Bank of America are all clients, buying the pencils in bulk as a giftbag novelty.
Individuals can also buy the pencils on Sprout’s site, in Whole Foods Supermarkets and on Amazon,
where customers have given the pencils a near-perfect rating.
Contrary to conventional wisdom, computers haven’t rendered pencils completely obsolete. Sales of the
writing implement were on pace to increase about 4 percent last year, The Wall Street Journal reported.
The roughly 15 billion wooden pencils produced worldwide each year use about 60,000 trees — which,
as logs laid end to end, would stretch from Cancun to New Orleans, according to the sustainable goods
site Pristine Planet. By contrast, about 4 billion of the 15 billion trees felled each year are used to
produce paper.
Sprout, at least for now, doesn’t include seeds for the sort of cedar trees used to make most of the 3
billion pencils produced in the U.S. each year. So using a Sprout pencil doesn’t quite serve as a model for
addressing deforestation.
The wood used to make Sprout pencils in Europe comes from tree farms certified by the nonprofit
Forest Stewardship Council. In the U.S., where Stausholm said it’s harder to find FSC-certified forests,
the company buys wood from farms verified by the Programme for the Endorsement of Forest
Certification, a Swiss nonprofit that functions similarly to the FSC but carries less prestige.
Stausholm said the company aims to use 100 percent FSC-certified wood in the future.
“We are not perfect, nobody’s perfect,” Stausholm said. “But because of the nature of our business, we
put a lot of effort and resources into tracing materials and making sure everything is certified and is
coming from the right sources.”
The same goes for the seeds included in its pencils. The company currently sources seeds from three
different organic farmers, but it plans to pare that down to just one supplier.

“We are moving toward only one seed supplier to be able to even more tightly control the supply,”
Stausholm said. “For each batch of pencils that we make, we make sure to trace the seed lot to match
the pencil batch so we can always go back and see where the seeds have come from.”
Language has been added to indicate that rose seeds are not yet available in Sprout World pencils.
CORRECTION: An earlier version of this post incorrectly said pencil wood in the U.S. mainly comes from
cedar pines. In fact, it comes from the California incense cedar.

~~~~~~~~~~
Amazing Fact About Organic Matter - USDA

~~~~~~~~~~
Recycling CD’s & DVD’s
Cleaning out your room this summer? We found a site in Salem, NH –
you can mail them discarded CD’s/DVD’s as well as the cases.
They have a website with a very informative video.
http://cdrecyclingcenter.org/

~~~~~~~~~~
First Lego League Update from our friends at Waste360

Students Share Creative Waste Management Ideas for
Contest
Jun 26, 2016 Waste360 Staff
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The FIRST Lego League, a nonprofit organization that inspires young people’s participation and interest
in both science and technology, annually challenges students across the globe to come up with
innovative ideas to solve some of the world’s biggest challenges for its FIRST Lego Global Innovation
Award event.
This year, 26,000 teams of students from 80 countries participated in the Trash Trek-themed challenge,
where they had to identify a problem in the waste and recycling industry, find out what’s currently being
done to help resolve the issue and come up with a new solution for their selected problem.
During the sixth annual FIRST LEGO League Global Innovation Award held at the U.S. Patent and
Trademark Office in Alexandria, Va., 20 semi-finalist student teams from 21 countries shared their
ideas with a panel of expert judges, who reviewed the teams’ submissions and selected one winning
team and two runner-up teams. The winning team was awarded with a $20,000 cash prize, and the two
runner-up teams each received a $5,000 cash prize.

This year’s winners:
Winner – The Incredibots of Gahanna, Ohio
The Incredibots developed Styro-Filter, a device which transforms
Styrofoam waste into activated carbon, which can then be utilized
for purifying water. This patent-pending product could help divert
approximately two billion pounds of non-recyclable Styrofoam
from U.S. landfills each year.

Runner-up – Cyber Tigers of Austin
Cyber Tigers created Water Soluble 6-Pack
Rings, which dissolve when they are either
submerged in water or exposed to an ample
amount of rain. These 6-pack rings could be
used by beverage companies to help minimize
the amount of waste that ends up in oceans and
harms wildlife.

Runner-up – Robostallions of Stuart, Fla.
In an effort to reduce the buildup of chip
bags in landfills, Robostallions designed
Chipsulation, which is insulation made from
shredded chip bags.

~~~~~~~~~~

From our Friends at VT DEC

Help with HHW & Toxins 6/20/16
Good Afternoon All,
Please see this link http://cswd.net/wp-content/uploads/CSWD-schools-hazardous-materialsmanagement-201604.pdf to a guide for schools on managing their hazardous materials that Chittenden
Solid Waste District (CSWD) authored and is graciously sharing with all.
CSWD has said that districts, alliances and towns should feel free to alter it to fit their region.
I anticipate that you will find it useful in your visits to schools.
Best,
Mia

Department of Environmental Conservation

~~~~~~~~~~
And what about all that junk mail? If you are receiving unsolicited junk mail
at your home or school, you can go to https://www.catalogchoice.org/
Keep on recycling!

Courtesy of Blogs.usyd.edu.au

Mia Roethlein
Environmental Analyst IV
Waste Management and Prevention Division
Solid Waste Program
1 National Life Drive - Davis 1
Montpelier, VT 05620-3704
Phone: 802.522.5926
mia.roethlein@vermont.gov
www.recycle.vermont.gov

~~~~~~~~~~
(If your school is doing something newsworthy, we’d love to put you in the next
Alliance quarterly newsletter. Contact us at TheClub@nrra.net!)

Contests, Scholarships & Fundraisers
From our friends at EPA-Office of Environmental Education

White House Student Film Festival
Know a student with big ideas for the future and who loves to make films — or wants to give it a shot?
The White House Student Film Festival is back with a new theme:
“The World I Want to Live In.” From now through July 15, 2016,
students from kindergarten through 12th grade can submit a short
film. It can be fictional, animated, live-action documentary, or
anything else a student dreams up. The official selections will be
featured across the White House website and social media.
Learn more and read the official submission guidelines.

~~~~~~~~~~
(Collected from NWF Eco-Schools Newsletter – August, 2015)
http://www.nwf.org/Eco-SchoolsUSA/Newsletter.aspx?s_email_id=20150819_ECO_ENG_Educators|#schoolyardhabitats
DonorsChoose.org – Can list on site up to 4 months
http://www.donorschoose.org/about
Helps classrooms and students in need
DoSomething.org offers many ways to earn scholarship money.

Activity
From our friends at the National Wildlife Federation:

For your own printable copy, click HERE

Moving from crayons to pencils & pens? Consider
donating!
From our friends at Waste 360

The Crayon Collection Helps Grow Elementary and
Preschool Art Programs
Jun 14, 2016 Waste360 Staff | Need to Know
The Crayon Collection collects crayons left at restaurants and sends them to schools that are in need of
art supplies. With this effort, the Crayon Collection is helping to divert millions of pounds of nondecomposable paraffin wax from landfills.
Currently, the organization distributes millions of crayons to more than 1000 title 1 schools and head
start centers across the U.S.
The Huffington Post has a video on The Crayon Collection.
Watch the video here.
Or cut & paste this link: http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/this-crayon-recycling-program-isenhancing-art-programs-in-schools_us_575ecba3e4b0ced23ca8a47e

~~~~~~~~~~
Alliance Webpage: http://www.bcswavt.org/
NRRA Outreach Page: http://www.bcswavt.org/programs-and-projects/nrra-outreach-program/

